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Venice

POWER
BROKERS

The men and women who
work behind the scenes 1o
bring the world’s greatest
exhibition, the Biennale, to life

SINCEITS FOUNDING 120 YEARS AGO as a single exhibition with anarray of mostly
European artists, la Biennale di Venezia has grown into a sprawling collection of shows
and events taking place over more than six months. In fact, this year’s extravaganza—
kicking off a month earlier than usual,on May 9, to capitalize on visitors coming
tonorthernItaly for the Expo Milano world’s fair—will include the s 6th International
Art Exhibition with more than 130 artists; nearly 9o national pavilions,some
featuring more than a dozen artists; 44 officially recognized “collateral events,” which
typically remain on view for the full run; and dozens more ancillary pop-up shows,
performances, mini-festivals,and parties. Behind each of these is a person who wielded
both creative imagination and force of will to bring the eventinto being. The artistic
vision is on view for all to see. Less discernible is the labor and money, the connections
and negotiations that determine what gets shown and what doesn’t. Here, we
profile eight of the people—curators, a gallerist,a patron,a banker,and a politician—
who remain relatively unsung in their efforts to ensure that the art stands out.
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