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Layers of brilliance
Bhavsar takes sprinkled plgments (o 8 new dimension

BY DAN BISCHOFF
STAR-LEDGER STAFF

mmmwmwmmmmmwm @ven groal mvers and
wiatorfalls of the stull, but through July, 1he Jane Voorhoees Zrmmers Arl Museumn on the main

Unibviiily cfmpus & shiswing the granddaddy of them all “Mabvar Bhavear: The Dimensions of Color® s a
refrogpactive of the Indan-bom artis?'s “Mew York School” canvates - 35 years of painting with speinkied
pigrerds in a Color Field style.

Thié réal granddaddy of using powdered pigmend. of coune, is India's Holl testival, during which
calebrants spray one andther with the bright powdens and waler in celebracion of spring (some Hirdus say
the tradifion grew cul of colorful medscinal herta, which were meant o provide protection during the
changs of weather from viral fevers and other slmanta). B you've ever seen video of a Holl festival = may
clher Indian neligions hold Ihem now — you've ssen the way the powdens cump, stain, and then nan down
faces, clothing, even whols strests, I's Bke fof o day, realty gets painted by a d-year-oid who can stay
bebween e ines.

That's as ibarating s i sounds, and & ki mose fun than a dogwood biooming. The Bhavaar show is
aCiuaily the third noa sefes of sxhibidaons focused on e work of ndsans of Indian-Amercons, § prosect
daveloped by b Zimmesti with cullural pariness in Cesiral Jeney known as SAR ior South Agian
Regional Infiatres) Miw Mresy has & largs 953 growing South Asian population, and the Zenmark &
btk welcoiming thad pogulabon and prormoting @ kind of cultural meeting of East and Yest

Bhavsar is the pedect place o meel. He graduated from Gujarat Univensity in Amdavad in 1650, got his
masher of fing @it degres feom the Unsversdy of Pennsyhana and moved to Mew Yok with 8 Rockelsler
Il Fund Feliveahip in 1965 (he received & Guggenbeim just 10 years iater) Mot long afer coming o this
Couniny, Ry pbandonad all fgueation (Thane aclually is a figural tradition of panbng with povetened
pigments in Inda) and gave himeel over to complete abstraction. He still worcs ool of 8 Solo o

In 1965, sbatred! expressionism was the waning bl still dominant trerd in 8, 8nd Bhavsar seamed 1o
Gl ke a great shovk nght inlo the trend. Bhavsar works with acnvic medium, pouring 1he cloar plastic
directly onto a canvas kaid oul on the floor, then he sifts powdensd pigments indo the wel laver thiough a
SErEEN, Misting the colors down in thin apers. This process, sccording o Zimmerl curstor Jeffrey
Wiechsler, is 2 siow and iguic one. I which Bhavsar wears breathing apparabus and goggles. A single
pacturs biochgrourd may get ne many o 80 layers of polymasr ond peagmasnt.

The aetest gets B remaroable range out of the mathod, prodiscing big. star-studded My Warys on indigo
backprounds, pwithing emoke slorma, pmply white surisces that look ke clotted cream, and floating
lopenged of color, uliaaly b BGUMN Senbered on b comiraating cobor, that neeming you of Mark Rothho, Fer
halaied work s uses B Roliow fubs — S of ling & herkey basier, DUl made of wood and metal — hal can
sguif @ biry baahiive of powder onlo one spol. VWith (his device Bhmsar creabes his most mind-boggling
Imagoe, groal fwirkng colemilar traily of Bollant Colcr ovel doapar colar thal Bockon the wiewer o pich
headiong il thisr imaginany Epace

There's & greal range in §ize, koo, from pieces no bigger than & shesl of iypeaTiler paper 1o walllong
murals ike “Faalguna® (1575, which lodsks s a shimmanng reddinh Aarcra Booaaks. Soma, lie
“Faslguna ||, 8 plasma of Brght yaliow gmert wih 8 cowiel of sharp red 13 cver B dadk Blus ground.
e owned by prominent people ke (ke painied Frank Stelia Bhavear has mote (han srmved

Dan Bischoll may be reached al dbischoSTstatedger com
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