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An artist with a mechanical
bent lets machines do the job
for him, writes Joyce Kam

HE ADDAMS FAMILY has a disembodied
hand, Thing, to do the house chores.
Barry Freedland has arobotic equivalent.
Butinstead of fetching the mail and light-
ing cigarsas Thing does, Freedland’s draws lines,
circles, geometric forms and random designs.

Atthe Sundaram Tagore Gallery on Wednesday
night, an army of hands will be creating works of
art for the “Synthetic Surrogate” exhibition.

The robots, each made of a rubber cast of
Freedland’s hand holding a pen attached to the
body of a toy car, are programed to react to their
surroundings. They might dash away as you get
close, or be self-conscious and stop working as
vou watch.

“I’ll be bringing in five robots with electronic
directional compasses and motion sensors. One
will have a video sensor, another a tempera-
ture sensor, and another an RFID reader,” said
Freedland, a performance artist based in New
York.

“And I will be hiding behind a curtain and
writing new programs while the exhibition is
goingon.”

Freedland, who grew up in the Motor City of
Detroit, which is home to automobile companies
General Motors, Ford and Chrysler, likes to incor-
porate mechanical elements into his art.

Inhis previous exhibition, he created amachine
:hat suspended him upside down and dipped his
nead into paint. The audience was given control

of the
machine
to move
him around,
using hishairas
apaintbrush to cre-
ate drawings on paper.

“I’m trying to figure out
what the threshold of creating a
sense of my own individual identity is. How
little a person can do, and still have it be unique

interesting exhibitions.”
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of my presence by place my thumbprints around
aroom, without me having to be somewhere. But
then I recognized the potential of the results and
started to write more complicated programs for
it”

The exhibition is held in conjunction with the
Asia Consciousness Festival, which aimsto gain
insight into the relationship between mind
and body.

“Freedland’s show explores the
foundation of consciousness. Is he
creating the art, or his robots?”
said Sundaram Tagore, who
owns the gallery. “This kind of
artisnew to Hong Kong, and we
hope to push the envelope, push
the frontier of culture, through




