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A CUT ABOVE TRAVEL ASIA

Singapore
recasts itself
as newest
Asian art hub

SINGAPORE

Former aﬁn:.r barracks
becomes centerpiece of
city-state’s cultural plan

EY EATHERINE TARECX

For decades Singapore has concen-
trated an developing its reputation a8 a
glabal financind cemter, o foous that only
recently expanded to inelude its cultaral
growth as well,

“The Economic Development Board
roalized that in erder ba make Singapere
a workd-class city, they needed to estab-
lish more of an artistic infrastrecture,
said Sundaram Tagore, president and
curator of Sundaram Tagore Galkery,
which ocpened its fifth global lecation
last momth in the city-srate,

The gallery ks in Gillman Barracks, a
formeer army site dating from the 19Xs
that has becomme a centerpiece of Singa-
pore’s artistic plan.

I 2000, the development haard com-
mitted 10 million Singapore dollars, ar
about $8.12 million, to tumming the 4, 200-
squaresmeter, or 435,208-Square-foot,
barracks info 4 coniemporary art cen-
ter.

Alsgon the horizonis the Kationad Art
Gallery, & 60 M-square-rmeter budding
that willl be the Inrgest viswal ans space
i the small country,

When Gillman Barracks held is open-
ing might on Sept. 14, more than 1,050
people visited the Tagore galbery alone,
which featured " Tie Big Picture,” a cal-
lection of kconic photographs that in-
chuded works from Anrde Lethovitz and
Rt Polsdari.

Ty years ago, the board invited gal-
leries from around the world to open
here, and we wanted to be a part of that
moverment” Mr. Tagors sad.

Leow Thinm Seng, the director of
JTC, the state property developer and
mAanagemant group, which oversaw the
barracks" conversion to gallery space,
Eaid: *"Smgapare stands a chance of be-
coming an arts hub in Asia, given its
status o5 onc of the reglon's most de-
viedoped cities and the progres= it has

made in developing its wvisual ans
space.’”

Today, a visitor 1o the bharmacks can
stop at gallerles from 10 countries, in-
cluding China and Indonesin. Six more
galleries are to be added in phase two of
the redevelopment, 364 1o be complefed
this year.

At the (da Fine Arts Gallery, which
iniially opensd in Takyo in 1994, whim.
sical metallic paintings and abstract
trees by the artist Yayol Kusama are al-
most ®ald ocut, despite price tags of
S250,000 and more.

In between the gallery spaces are ox-
hibits like Donna Ongs “And We
Dreamt We Were Birds,” an installation

Clockwise [rom above: **Chinh China® by
Fhu Wel, “Cornuespla™ by Frank Siella
amd “Mobry Dick," alwo by Stedln, all part
of the comlemporary art collection al the
Riiz-Carlion, Millesla Singapero; and
opening night at the Sundaram Tagone
Gallery in the Gillman Barracks, which
featured “The Big Piotare,” & cellection of

phatzegraphs.

of 12 beds hanging from the ceiling,
which k= intended to inspire viewers to
dresum.,

Even though the barracks” focus is
contempirary art, amuch larger collee-
tion — more than 4,200 paintings and
sculptures — decorales the Rite-
Carlton, Millenta Singapore.

Anyone is welcome to enter the G08-
room hotel and take a 30-minute iPod
toar tis view “Maby Diek ™ the commis-
sioned Frank Stells fiberglass sculpture
that hangs in the bbby, or the Dale Chi-
huly glass blowings that Mank each end
of the hotel.

The collection, vialued at more than 5
million dollars, includes work by Andy

Warhol, Dnad Hockney and Henry
Boore.

The hotel is owmed by Pontiac Land, 2
business of the four Ewes brothers, o
of Sinpapore™s wealthiest Farnilies,

“When the hotel opened in 1936, the

vaners winled [0 showcase their
private collsttion and commissioned
another 350 pieces specifically for the
public spaces,” said Tang Wenxian, an
E-00mmeree executive with the hatel,

At that tme, much of Singepore’s art
scene wis limited to art fairs; collecting
fine arl was a rare pastime for resi-
dents.

Todny, Singapore has the greatest
percentage of milbonaires in the world

— prime targeds for art dealers and
artists seeking wealthy patrons.

According t0 a recent report by Bos-
ton Consulting Group, 17 percent of the
coantry’s resident houscholds hane
more than 31 million in dispozable
private wealth, which does not include
property or businesses,

And, as the population's wealth has
grown, 50 have art fairs, like the Singa-
pore Blenmabe, held at the Singapore Art
Mu=emm.

In 212, the works of more than 63
artists froem 30 countries artracted a re-
cord 513,000 wviewers. And In Janaary,
the comntry was host to Art Stage, anin-
augural contemporary arl fair that drew
32,000 visitors.

Both attractions were made possible
by millsons af dellars from the Sings-
pore government, which also finances
the city-state’s School of the Arts, which
opensd its permanent campus in 2000,

Even as Singapore pours momney and
effort into building its reputation as an
artistic destination, observers question
whether expression can really flourksh
in a plees where the gowvernment is
known for censorship of & mnge of polit-
jcal, social and religions topics. For ex-
ampe, all exhibits at Gillman Barracks
must be approved beforg display by Dr,
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Eugene Tan, program director at the
esonomie development board.

Mr. Tagore said ha did not believe that
the approval process would restrict the
display of provocative artisic wark on
themes like sex. “ The board is commit-
1=t b0 matking this a cultura] destination
for some of the greatest modem art in
Asia’" he said.

TOYISIT
Gillman Barracks, 9 Lock Road, Singa-
pore; GillmanBarracks.com.

Gallery hours are 11 am o § pm,
Tuesday to Saturday, and 10 am. o 6
.. o Sunday,

The barracks has three restaurants:
Mazsons, open for lunch and dinner; and
The Maked Finn and Timbre & Gillman,
opeent for dininer anly.

The Ritz-Carlton, Millenda Singapore, 7
Raffles Avenue, Singnpore. +65 6337
BEEE:  RitzCarlioncom/en/ Properies,
Singnpears

Singapore Art Muoseuam, 71 Bras
Basah Romd, Singapore, +65 6332 3223,
SingnporeArtMuscum.sg

Muzeum hours are 10 am. to 7 pm.,
Monday to Sunday. Adult admission (s
18 dedlars,
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