THAILAND'S
TURN




Thai
contemporary
art is in the
spotlight,
shinning bigger
and brighter
than ever.
Indonesia

may have
gathered more
mainstream
media coverage
these past

few years

with listings in
catalogue
auction sales,
but a revitalized
economy,

art spaces and
new global
ambitions
launches
Thailand
forward with
aplomb. If you're
looking for the
next art city
destination, add
Bangkok to the
top of the list.

@ - Whot wers the rachicn:

cil fhee Mew York cronesdd ol
Sundarom Tagore in an clmost
st o first grou o shioae in
sManhation vau curated of Thal
crstd Scautheast Adss arlisise A
= Tha shower wenis ncredibby, and
surprisimgly given the fact thot
the ortisfs and | are new ta the
BT Garf s, sl secajea

Judping by the opaning reghit
we B close io 400 pecple
attending. Sundaormom Togore
Gaollery in Chelsea, whera

wiz hield the opening event
[AMTHRDPOS i alws presanied
at the modison Gallery location),
is vary spociaus but despite the
spore the polley wos pocked
A we had o hove oAe penon
of the stoff by the enfronce
door fo presant moe people
froen stepplng in.

| think the otroction wos the
navelty of the ort froon Thailamd
and Sinpopone, two countries
i SoaulmeEast Asic fed o fomilicn
1o fhe western oudence, and
the freshiness of the warks. All
T carbacark s Gre Eafrencesly
engaging oesthaetically and
conoapiually but they ora also
attroctive ond hence eozy 1o
Fadile 1o, The shaws Gl fadlisias
a variety of megums o thot oo
Falps intarms of engaging with
a karger audience.

@ - Beside:s Bongkok ond Chilang
tal ame there other cifies ar
1owwns which we'll see mone

Thioni carkists fraam@ & « Deiauldd sy
the most enportant ort Rubs

im Thoilond e Bongkok and
Chicng Mal. Thers ome aof coune
crlists carmirsg Iram all peorts

af Thailong, Cne of the ortist
teaturad i AMTHROPCS, Chusok
Seicweteny, Tar indlonce eames Iram
Sonpkhlz province in southarn
Thaikand. howewar he moved

to study In Bangkok ot Slpakam



University, His proctice

Incugh i informed By the
cubural legocy of hiz nofiva
tonam, thiot is the shodow puooat
tradition porticulary stromg

i saulfenn Thailoand,

@ - Ara palifical messoges or
redighous thamnes iImpartant

e Theewd canils1s® A « O Soarse
tnese are vary prominent
thames. Buddhiem i, mose
IRen o religian, oowhale culfure
ambedded inthe hearts and
arinds of rnost Thiais Dwould sony
in one way ar the other, The
current palitical confexl on

tnhe other hond is parvoding
all cupects of life porficularky in
tre loast fen mnoanting § yaars,

o ves these ore imporiand
alermenfs in the orfistic proctice
af the vaunpger genaraticn af
Thutai carfisls s wesll cn fhes senioe
gonaraticn, We nesd fo ook for
these thames however beyond
thie steraaty pical imogarde:

af |evhut Nerweesrs and Thai Nags
Caontemparory arl prochce in
Tholkand Is wery sophisticoted,
cesthetically atfroctive yet
concepiuvcily loyered 5o do

not necessarily expect o

literal work when it comes

lea religican aandl palifies

Q - Do yau faed that Ao

and Thai arlists con offer
something differant to
Eurapenn art and Wastem
artd & - [ am nat an expert

in Buropeadin and Weslern ar
i general so | connot really
compare the two woslds,
However by attending ot
faire, majar art platfarms and
Biennoles | feel the younger
genarmiticn af artist: wardwida
i ey cancemed wilh lopecs
close o heart.

Thiat s for Instones the sociol
and paliical conlegt we live in
ond themmes elofed foidentity
ond displocerment for exomple
oz we ol seem io loose o
rickive roals in Tavor of BEing
citizens of o globolized world,

On this regord there o

greol book lilled "“Cosma-
politonism and Culfure' by Prof
Popostergiodis that debaofes
precicaly the develapmants af
a eamepalilon cullure and its
impoct on fhe new concept

af ‘globol knowdedgs'. The
Ireshness browghl in by Amon
ond Southeost Asion artworks is
in that they ore locally relevant
but odopt viswed narroibhies,
wehiech S e ey meslalabls
oy the westemn oudiance,

LOHED A
P TOMESR R AT INI

Southeost Asion art ls growing
last lecally and internoatianolly
and sa & the collectors’ intenest
torwiards i 5o | think fhis s the
future af the arte: o hopetully Go
beyvand geagrophical o

Q@ - Whot fype genre ond
ground breaking artework con
w faak farward air fhe Tudune
oy the younger generaticn of
Thuod's webuey cones sl cart ool
sluslEnisd & « IF s dilfcul? o
predict what type or genre of
warks will be developed in the
tutuine i Thaiband, St if anything
I sure inshalla licars sl
adopting o vonoty of mediums
will e rmore ond maone explored
oy the younper ploryess.

ki medio insfollchicns

hiove alwoys been a strong
componeant af Southeot Ason
art in gereral, ond the g af
croft bosed moterials. That !
feel will cantinue 1o develop
tapether with new medio and
digifal wiarks, whsh mey or
moy not be commed with
i meadio imnstfalloticns. Cyveroll
I Think this is 0 very exciting
tima for contermeormry art im
Southeost Asio in paneral and
Thilond |m porticulor w0 L om
vy hapoy and hanarsd

ta be port of i



Q - Our M.O0A magazina
e i “Rekdrth”, Whal foas
"Relbirth" meon 1o you? A -
nteresting that you mention
‘Rebirtn’ o your theame. ‘Rabirih’
s o concend very close ta

uodhist phitozophy so o me i
imnmediotely relates fo the idea
af Earma and the pernpetual
cyele al lile ond dedath. | e
lrved in Southeast Asio foe vary
|I'Z|r"|g ond | haye [ [Lalh | clocay
te Buddhist predicomeanis o
'Retirth’ is o chonged word for
e, arna o DDEI'i'-'E ane oo,

horee recenlly moved o
Londion o be gecgrophically
abla fo focilitote o Southeosd
Auon discourse befwaen Bost
arie] Weast, 50 | o Sl Sincosering
new ke woeds in the westarn
systern. Howewver judging by
the responie we recebhad in
Fleswy Yook io ARTHROPCS,
whiczh 5 obout Fe and death
and tha short inferval in
patween, Dwaukd say the Weat
i indead apen 1o ambrocs
Socutheost Asion culiung!
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