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She answers the phone on a winter
mm&wmwmmw
that she has been spending all of her
time of late working on a book that
profiles her Jengthy career, she adds
with a chuckle: “I have been living my
hmywluusw.allyhnmiﬂu

the island, salt water came out of our
kitchen sink, so washing dishes was
very difficult,” she reminisoes. "Our job
was to wash and dry the dishes, and
his job was toread to us Heread us
The Biad and The Odyssey, Ulysses by
James Joyoe™

Such unusual children’s literature
planted a love of words in the mind
of the young Weil, and by the age of
18 the fledghing artist had travelled
to Paris to study painting at the
acclaimed Académie Julian. It was
here that she met her future husband,
and an artist who would go on to play
amajor role in the development of
20th century art by pushing Abstract
Expressionism towards Pop Art. The
pair returned to the US, studying at
Black Mountain College under the

Changing perspectives Susan Weil's | Forgot and the artist in the 1970s

landed in New York in 1950, they were
liberated by the exploding scene of
the Abstract Expressionist artists,
who were rapidly turning the city
mto the centre of the post-war art
world. “It was amazing” she says, the
smile audible down the phone line. “1
came from Biack Mountain, which
was very disciplined; you know the
sense of formality in the work. In
New York, Jackson Pollock, Franz
Kline and Rothko, all these wonderful

artists, were saying that painting can
be whatever you perceive. It was so
thrilling and exciting. | remember the
first shows I saw by those people, it
just practically made me faint, Because
now you Jook ata Kline or a De
Kooning and you admire it — but then it
was like dynamite.”

“Jackson Pollock,
Franz Kline and
Rothko were saying
that painting can
be whatever you

respected artist in her own nght.

birth to death, moming to night. It's
a very primary force. ... For more
than 20 years, I've been doing a poem
image every single day. Just a couple
of days ago I did an image about the
expression of time like thar, it’s just

0 central to me. Being now an older
person, it’s very curious to really have
observed over and over again life from
the beginning to the end. Of course, its
equivalent to a day — from morning to
night - but it’s broader.”

this sequential movement that captures
%ielmhibnmdmnd time in the
st
The fact that Weil has remained
refevant is testament to the enduring
quality of her work. And the timing of
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