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How One Artist Uses Mulberry Paper to Express His
Korean Roots

[wo decades ago, a small, unexpected event changed everything for the Korean artist

artnet Gallery Network, /oy 9 2015

s for tellina a story. For others. like Korean artist Chun Kwana



The "Aggregations” take the form of freestanding sculptures or wall-hanging works. The constituent triangles
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are finted with pigments, teas, or other agents, and they are strung together in complex arrangements that

evoke naturalistic forms—-waves emerging on a body of water or craters in a mass of rock,

Chun was born in Hongchun, South Korea in 1944, and moved to the US in the early 1970s to study at the
Philadelphia College of Art. Inspired by Abstract Expressionism, he worked for decades making large oil

ideas of

paintings that explored the interactions of light and color. However, feeling like he was rehashing th
the Americ

He was in search of a way of working that allowed him 1o explore his formal interests through, as he calls it, a

can painters that came before him, Chun grew disheartened and eventually moved back to Korea,

"Korean sensibility,”

Some years later, he found it; In a sta about the "Aggregations" works, Chun recalls a spring day in

1995, when, sick in bed, his wife brought him a kage of pills,

"Suddenly, an old memory struck my mind," the artist writes. "When | was young, | was a sickly child, and my

e

mother used to take me to the Chinese medicine doctor in the neighbornood... | remember that numerous

packages of mulberry paper were hanging from the ceiling, each holding a name card of the medicine

wrapped inside. The image of my old memories of the drugstore lasted in my head for a while "
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Aggregation 18 — JA0O6 (Star 1)

is on view at Sundaram Tagore Gallery through o




