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In Plain Sight: A Decade of Hand-
Plucked Paper Comes to Gillman
Barracks 
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Sndrm Tgore ery presens  mid-creer srvey o he Chicgo-bsed ris’s cie pper works, on view
Ags 5  Ocober 2, 202, wih n opening recepion nd ris wkhrogh on he show’s irs dy.

Sndrm Tgore ery opens “Neh Vedphk: n Pin Sigh“ on Ags 5, rnning hrogh Ocober 2, 202,
s pr o Singpore ery Monh. The show brings ogeher works mde beween 207 nd 202 by Chicgo-
bsed ris Neh Vedphk (b. 82, ndi), oering  ocsed ook  he ides h hve driven her prcice or
nery wo decdes. An opening recepion wih he ris kes pce rom  o  pm on Ags 5, preceded by n
ris-ed wkhrogh  0 pm.

From canvas to paper: an evolving practice
Vedphk begn her creer s  piner, working in minimis bsrcion on cnvs beore serching or wys o
move beyond he  picre pne. Th serch ed her, in 200, o hndmde Jpnese pper — prized or is ong,
srong ibers — which hs since become her deining meri. The exhibiion rces his evoion nd he recrring
concerns h connec her ery pinings o her crren scpr reies.

The art of “Plucking”
A he cener o Vedphk’s prcice is  echniqe she pioneered nd cs “pcking”: sepring he ibers o
hndmde pper one by one wih  iny pshpin. Ech work is bi rom hosnds o hese mine inervenions,
which grdy rnsorm  shee o pper ino  ce- or neing-ike srce. She hen sews ogeher pcked
secions nd sins hem wih pigmen —  sow, excing process h cn ke monhs per piece, mking ime ise
 meri presence in he inished work. The ress si beween pining nd scpre: richy exred consrcions
h pper o o o he w, csing inrice shdows s igh moves cross hem. “n Pin Sigh” is orgnized
rond hree inerwoven hemes rnning hrogh Vedphk’s op, rcing he connecive hreds beween
individ works mde cross nery  decde. 

In conversation with Neha Vedpathak
Regin Sigy: n Singpore’s cime, wh shod coecors know bo igh, hmidiy, rming nd cring or hese
pper works?

Neh Vedphk:  wod encorge coecors o rme he rwork sing Opim pexigss.  is he esies nd
ses wy o ensre he ongeviy o he works.  hve hd he opporniy o show my works in Mimi, Mmbi, nd
Singpore in he ps,  hmid pces, nd we hve hd no isses wih he rmed works.  rge coecors o re
he works ike drwings on pper, nd know h rming he work wi proec i rom he eemens.

Regin Sigy: Pper, iber nd visibe hndwork re receiving more enion in conemporry r. Do yo see his s 
sing shi or  mrke shion?

Neh Vedphk: As he word coecivey moves ech dy owrds mchine-mde nd A-inormed reiy,  hink
nyhing h highighs he imperecions nd ski o  hmn hnd wi become more esseni nd vbe.  is n
imporn hmn insinc o mke  mrk wih one’s hnd, nd medims ike pper nd iber remind s o h.
Hndmde pper is n ncien, hmbe, nd cogniivey ccessibe meri nd hereore  ressring one s we. 
hink rworks h highigh he se o he ris’s hnd re here o sy nd hrive.

Regin Sigy: Coecors oen irs enconer r on  screen. Wh cnno be ndersood bo yor work onine —
nd wh shod hey ook or in person?

Neh Vedphk: On one hnd he inerne hs mde i very esy o ccess r nd riss rom rond he gobe, b
on he oher hnd i cn never cpre he nnces, he energy nd conex o he work he wy enconering he
work in person ows or. Experiencing  work o r in person   msem or gery is  somic experience nd
hs he poeni or  rnsormive nd poignn momen i he viewer is open o i.  wod sk viewers o ry o
sow down nd engge in wh  c sow ooking — once heir eyes re ned, hey cn noice he exre o he
pper, every hoe creed by hnd by n individ pck, nd he inerpy beween he deiceness nd srengh o
he pcked Jpnese hndmde pper. There is wys n chemic momen h hppens when he viewer brings
heir whoe se o he work.

Regin Sigy: Beyond prchsing  work, wh kind o reionship wih  coecor geniney sppors n ris over
ime?

Neh Vedphk: Hving n ongoing nd ong-erm reionship wih  coecor is wonder or he growh o he work
nd ris by exension. Beyond coecing, coecors cn sppor he ris by showing p — o heir exhibiion
openings, ecres, perormnces, nd so on. Coecors cn keep erning bo he r s riss evove.  hey hve
cqired he work, hey cn open p heir home or  coecion or nd edce ohers in heir circe, nd genery
be  voc dvoce nd chmpion o he work. 

Exhibition Information:

Des: Ags 5  Ocober 2, 202

Opening Recepion wih he Aris:Srdy, Ags 5,    pm

Aris Wkhrogh: Srdy, Ags 5, 0 pm 

Vene: Sndrm Tgore ery, 5 Lock Rod #005, imn Brrcks, Singpore 

ery Hors: Tesdy–Fridy,  m– pm; Srdy,  m–7 pm

Phoos: press service rchives
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